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THE UNION FOR ETHICAL BIOTRADE 

The Union for Ethical BioTrade (UEBT) is a non-profit association that promotes sourcing 
with respect. We support and verify companies’ commitments to innovation and sourcing 
that contribute to a world in which people and biodiversity thrive. 
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Background on UEBT 
UEBT is a non-profit association that promotes sourcing with respect. UEBT supports and verifies 
companies’ commitments to innovation and sourcing that contribute to a world in which people and 
biodiversity thrive. UEBT sets good practices for how companies and their suppliers source natural 
ingredients. Its standards are used to independently check that good practices are systemically 
applied. 

The Ethical BioTrade Standard also known as the UEBT standard builds on the BioTrade Principles and 
Criteria, developed by the UNCTAD BioTrade Initiative over a period of nine years and adopted in 2007. 
The first version of the Ethical BioTrade Standard was subsequently adopted in 2007 under the title 
‘Verification Framework for Native Natural Ingredients’. The 2012 version of the Ethical BioTrade 
Standard was adopted after a comprehensive process of revision.  

The UEBT standard is aligned with the objectives and principles of the Convention on Biological 
Diversity, the Commission on Sustainable Development and the Sustainable Development Goals. Its 
principles are: 

 
1. Conservation of Biodiversity 
2. Sustainable use of Biodiversity 
3. Fair and Equitable Sharing of Benefits 
4. Socio-economic Sustainability  
5. Compliance with National and International Legislation  
6. Respect for Human Rights of Actors  
7. Clarity about Land Tenure, Right of Use and Access to Natural Resources.  

 

The UEBT Standard guides commitments of UEBT members, is used for the UEBT ingredient and 
sourcing system certifications, the UEBT/UTZ herbal tea and vanilla programs, as well as in the Herbs 
and Spices Program that UEBT Rainforest Alliance are currently developing). 

Implementation of the Ethical BioTrade Standard contributes to achieving UEBT’s mission which is to 
support and validate best practices of companies committed to ethical sourcing and innovation of 
natural ingredients for the benefit of people and biodiversity. 
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Introduction to the standard revision process 
The Union for Ethical BioTrade is a member of ISEAL Alliance (International Social and Environmental 
Accreditation and Labelling), and the Ethical BioTrade standard has been designed in accordance with 
the ISEAL code for standard setting. This includes the need to periodically review the standard, at least 
every five years, as well as ensuring stakeholder engagement throughout the consultation process. 
The Standardization process to review an existing standard consists in carrying out two public 
consultation phases. After each of these phases, the UEBT Secretariat supported by the UEBT Standard 
and Assurance Committee addresses the comments received in drafting a revised standard. The 
revised standard is then revised and approved by the UEBT Standard and Assurance Committee, which 
provides recommendations to the UEBT Board of Directors to formally endorse it before its 
publication. To read more about the standardization process, please refer to the UEBT Standardization 
procedure. In 2018, a revision process (1st public consultation) started, the consultation was run 
between May 1st, 2018 and 31st August 2018. 
 

Need for revision  
Since the publication of the Ethical BioTrade Standard 2012 version, 
UEBT and its members have gained significant additional experience with 
the applications of the standard, including through certification 
processes. The global regulatory landscape for BioTrade has also 
significantly evolved since 2012, particularly with regard to Access and 
Benefit Sharing. The revision process allowed UEBT to consider these 
experiences and changes. Furthermore, UEBT’s procedures foresee that 
its standards are revised every 5 years, in line with ISEAL codes of good 
practice. Revision of the standard was foreseen in 2017 but was 
postponed by the UEBT Board of Directors (BoD) in view of changes in 
the standard landscape.  
 

Objectives of the revision 
The objective of the revision of the Ethical BioTrade Standard is to ensure its continued effectiveness 
in meeting its goals. The revision will:  

• Further improve the effectiveness and applicability of the UEBT standard and align it with the 
evolving UEBT vision and mission.   

• Incorporate the views and experiences of companies and other stakeholders that have worked 
with the standard.   

• Encourage wider stakeholder participation, acceptance and recognition of the standard.   
 

What was consulted? 
As part of the consultation, comments were to be provided on the UEBT standard, which includes a 
brief description of the theory of change, possible application of the standard, as well as principles, 
criteria and indicators. Documents that were open for public consultation included: 

• UEBT Ethical BioTrade Standard 
• UEBT field checklist 
• UEBT/UTZ field checklist used for herbal tea and vanilla 

 

 
 

UEBT Vision 

Companies’ innovation 
and sourcing of natural 
ingredients contribute 

to a world in which 
people and biodiversity 

thrive. 



 

03/06/2019 4 

Who was consulted? 
A multi-stakeholder consultation process was undertaken with users of the UEBT standard, those 
subjected to the standard, UEBT partner organizations, as well as other interested stakeholders. 
These included:  

• Cosmetics, pharmaceutical, and food companies in developed and developing countries   
• Companies at all stages of the supply chain (producers, intermediaries, brands)   
• UEBT members companies and organisations   
• NGOs working on biodiversity and sustainable development   
• Indigenous and/or local communities’ representative organisations   

 

Channels used 
To give relevant stakeholders the possibility to participate, UEBT:  

• Widely announced the first consultation round, including through list-server service, 
announcement  on the UEBT web, press announcements, ISEAL website, ABS CDI newsletter 
and UEBT newsletters.   

• Established various consultation possibilities for its members, both through group meetings 
and  direct outreach at the UEBT general assembly, in-company workshops.   

• UEBT, in collaboration with partners, organized workshops and meetings with local  
stakeholders in selected regions (Peru, Vietnam.  )   

• Consultation workshops in Brazil and Madagascar with UEBT members. 
• Consultation workshops with local communities in Madagascar and the Amazon region. 
• Technical inputs on UEBT and UEBT/UTZ standard screening and benchmarking by other 

organisations that did a comparison with their internal company standards.   
 
 

Process followed so far 

 
 

March-April 2018 
Preparation

•Governance documents 
prepared and approved

•Standards and 
Assurance committee 
formed

•Stakeholder mapping
•Notification to public

May-August 2019
1st public 
consultation phase

•Outreach
•workshops
•web consultation 
•Standards and 
Assurance commiitee 
meeting

January-May 2019

•Review of comments 
from 1st public 
consultation

•Standards and 
Assurance committee 
meeting

•Developed draft for 2nd 
public revision phase

•Notification to public 
for 2nd round 
consultation
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First phase of public consultation 
 
In August 2018, the first consultation phase was completed. The UEBT secretariat received and 
reviewed over 220 comments from both individuals and organizations. These comments, informed the 
development of Ethical BioTrade standard, draft standard V1.0 for consultation only. 
 
 
Figure 1. Participation in 1st public consultation phase 
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Figure 2: Organizations providing feedbacks, according to stakeholder mapping 
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Analysis of the comments received and main changes to the Ethical 
BioTrade Standard 

  
Below is a brief synopsis of comments received on the consultation process and the main changes 
that have been made to the Ethical BioTrade Standard.  

General changes 
• The stepwise approach previously for biodiversity indicators and at field level only has been 

embedded throughout the standard and will apply at the supply chain level for both 
biodiversity and non-biodiversity topics 

• Theory of Change has been updated as per feedback received during consultation and 
possible, negative unintended effects considered 

• Monitoring and Evaluation indicators have been included in the standard to move towards 
more impact-oriented standard. 

• Revision of relevance of indicators 
• Revision of language to remove ambiguity 
• Alignment with regulatory /industry trends 

 
Terms and Definitions 
During the consultation process, a few comments were made on definitions used in the standard. 
Some definitions were missing to ensure a consistent and reliable understanding of the Ethical 
BioTrade Standard while other definitions have since been updated in the industry. In response, the 
UEBT Secretariat further improved some definitions. The list of new and modified definitions can be 
found in an Annex 1 to this report. 
 
 
Principle 1 – Conservation of biodiversity 
Following comments received during 1st consultation phase, criteria in Principle 1 have been 
modified as below.  

• Replacement of the concept of pristine ecosystems with that of high value biodiversity areas 
• Introduction of 2014 cut-off date 
• More emphasis on biodiversity enhancement 
• More detailed guidance for measures in cultivation or collection sites and areas in the 

standard itself 
• Different actions have been defined for cultivation and collection areas thus bringing clarity. 

 
Current criteria Proposed criteria 
1.1 Characteristics of ecosystems in which sourcing 
activities take place shall be maintained or restored. 

1.1 In cultivation or collection areas, the status of 
biodiversity conservation is assessed 
 

1.2 Sourcing activities shall conserve and restore 
biodiversity. 

1.2 In cultivation or collection areas, concrete 
actions are taken to maintain, restore, and enrich 
biodiversity  

1.3 Sourcing activities shall be aligned with 
strategies, plans or programmes for conservation 
and sustainable use of biodiversity applicable to 
sourcing areas. 

1.3 Actions in cultivation and collection areas are 
adjusted to changing conditions to ensure continuous 
improvement in maintaining, restoring and enriching 
of biodiversity  
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Principle 2 – sustainable us of biodiversity 
Following comments received during 1st consultation phase, criteria in Principle 2 has been 

• Strengthened by giving more guidance on good agricultural practices and wild collection 
practices  

• A new area on promoting climate change resilience measures of producers has been added. 
 

Current criteria Proposed criteria 

2.1 The sourcing of the species shall be supported by 
management documents addressing, inter alia: 
harvest rates, monitoring systems, productivity 
indexes and regeneration rates. 

2.1 There is sustainable use of wild collected and 
cultivated species 
 

2.2 Employees, suppliers and collectors involved in 
sourcing activities shall be trained in the 
implementation of good collection, cultivation and 
quality assurance practices. 
 

2.2 Practices are adopted to prevent or mitigate 
negative impact of sourcing activities on other 
species 
 

2.3 Purchasing schedules shall be organized 
according to the supply of the sourced species or the 
harvesting seasons. 
 

2.3 Measures are adopted to promote climate 
resilience 
 

2.4 Appropriate mechanisms shall be implemented 
to prevent or mitigate negative environmental 
impact. 

2.4 Characteristics of soil and water bodies are 
maintained or enhanced 
 

 2.5 Practices are adopted to prevent and mitigate the 
negative impact of the use of agricultural inputs 
 

 2.6 Practices are adopted to prevent or mitigate the 
negative impact of sourcing activities on the 
environment 

 
 
Principle 3 – Fair and equitable sharing of benefits derived from the use of 
biodiversity 
Following comments received during 1st consultation phase: 

• indicator on monitoring and evaluation has been eliminated given the difficulties in 
implementing and assessing such an obligation. 

• There has been alignment with regulatory trends on Access and benefit sharing (ABS) and 
the Nagoya Protocol. 

• More guidance on pricing 
• updating various definitions. 

 
 

Current criteria Proposed criteria 

3.1 Negotiations related to the sourcing of 
biodiversity shall be transparent and based on 
dialogue and trust. 

3.1 Prices paid for natural ingredients are equitable 
 
 

3.2 The organisation shall pay equitable prices for the 
natural ingredients that it sources. 

3.2 Discussions on sourcing agreements are based on 
dialogue, trust and long-term relationships 
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3.3 The organisation shall contribute to local 
sustainable development goals in sourcing areas, as 
defined by producers and their local communities. 
 

3.3 Local development needs, as defined by 
producers and their local communities in the sourcing 
areas, are supported. 
 

3.4 Traditional practices linked to the sourcing of 
species and ingredients shall be recognized. 

3.4 Sourcing and other supply chain activities comply 
with legal requirements on access and benefit sharing 
(ABS). 
 

3.5 The organisation shall comply with legislative or 
regulatory requirements on access to biodiversity 
and associated traditional knowledge for research 
and development and the sharing of resulting 
benefits. 
 

3.5 Utilisation of genetic resources and associated 
traditional knowledge held by from indigenous 
peoples and local communities takes place only with 
prior informed consent and fair and equitable 
benefit sharing 

3.6 For research and development activities, even if 
there are no legislative or regulatory requirements 
on access to biodiversity and associated traditional 
knowledge, such access shall be subject to prior 
informed consent and based on mutually agreed 
terms. 

3.6 Patents and other intellectual property rights 
respect the rights of countries, indigenous peoples 
and local communities over genetic resources and 
associated traditional knowledge  

3.7 For research and development activities, even if 
there are no legislative or regulatory requirements 
on the sharing of benefits arising from the use of 
biodiversity and associated traditional knowledge, as 
well as subsequent application and 
commercialisation, benefits shall be shared in a fair 
and equitable way and based on mutually agreed 
terms 

 

3.8 Patents and other intellectual property rights 
shall be exploited and enforced in a manner that is 
supportive to the objectives of the CBD and the 
Ethical BioTrade standard. 
 

 

 

Principle 4 – Socio-economic sustainability (productive, financial and market 
management) 

Following comments received during 1st consultation phase: 
• indicator requiring auditing of organisations financial management systems has been 

excluded.  
• Inclusion of key elements of ethical sourcing system as defined by UEBT 

 
Current criteria Proposed criteria 
4.1 The organisation shall demonstrate sound 

financial management. 
4.1 The strategies, policies, and procedures in the 
Ethical Sourcing System advance Ethical BioTrade 
practices within the company   

4.2 The organisation shall integrate the 
requirements of the Ethical BioTrade Standard into 
its management system for its operations and supply 
chains. 

4.2 The integration of Ethical BioTrade practices in 
business and supply chain management systems is 
sustainable and viable 
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4.3 The organisation shall have a quality 
management system in place, in line with market 
requirements. 

4.3 A quality management system in place, in line 
with market requirements 

4.4 A traceability system shall be in place allowing 
identifying the origin of the natural ingredients. 

4.4 A supply chain traceability system is in place 

 
 
Principle 5 – Compliance with national and international legislation 

Following comments received during 1st consultation phase: 
• more guidance has been given on the type of laws and regulations that should be 

considered. 
 

Current criteria Proposed criteria 
5.1 The organisation shall respect international 
agreements related to biodiversity, particularly the 
CBD, the Nagoya Protocol and CITES. 

5.1 Sourcing and other supply chain activities comply 
with national laws and regulations on the topics 
covered in this standard. 
 

5.2 The organisation shall respect national and local 
regulatory requirements related to the use and 
trade of natural ingredients. 

5.2 Sourcing and other supply chain activities respect 
international agreements on the topics covered in 
this standard. 
 

5.3 The organisation shall pay legally required fees, 
taxes and other charges. 

 
 

 
Principle 6 – Respect for rights of actors involved in BioTrade activities 
Following comments received during 1st consultation phase: 

• more guidance has been given to elaborate on social issues like workers’ rights, working 
hours and health and safety. 

• The topic on children rights and protection has been elaborated  
• The topic on food security moved to principle 7 

 
Current criteria Proposed criteria 
6.1 The organisation shall respect human rights. 6.1 Respect for human rights  

 
6.2 The organisation shall respect the rights of 
indigenous and local communities, as defined by 
UNDRIP, ILO 169 and national laws, in its sourcing 
activities. 

6.2 Children rights are respected 
 
 

6.3 The organisation shall provide adequate working 
conditions for its employees. 

6.3 Workers’ rights are respected 
 

6.4 The organisation shall not threaten local food 
security. 

6.4 Health and safety conditions are in place 
 

 
 
Principle 7 – Clarity about land tenure, right of use and access to natural 
resources 
Following comments received during 1st consultation phase: 

• More focus on addressing disputes.  
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• Topic on food security has been included here from previously principle 6 
• Respect of indigenous and local communities introduced here (previously in principle 6) 

 
Current criteria Proposed criteria 
7.1 The organisation shall use land for its sourcing 
activities with respect of established rights. 

7.1 Actions in place to address disputes concerning 
land and natural resources 

 
 
 

7.2 The organisation shall take measures to minimize 
the illegal use of the sourcing areas it manages by 
others. 
 

7.2 Respect for indigenous peoples and local 
communities are respected  

 
 

 7.3 Sourcing activities do not jeopardize local food 
security  

 

 
ToC and possible, negative unintended effects  
 

Comments received  Changes introduced 

ToC should reflect the system and ingredient 
certification programs run by UEBT. 

The new ToC gives more attention to short-medium-
long term actions and effects in the production 
fields. (e.g. ecosystems around sourcing areas 
maintained and enhanced; adequate work and living 
conditions in sourcing areas).  

ToC should reflect concepts that are key in the 
reviewed standard. 

Relevant concepts are introduced in the new ToC 
(e.g. dialogue, partnership and benefit sharing in 
supply chains, align marketing and communication 
claims to Ethical BioTrade practices). 

Some negative, unintended effects have been 
mentioned as possibly emerging from the 
application of the UEBT standard. They include: 

 
1. conflicts in sourcing areas for increased 

competition in accessing resources 

 
2. threats to food security for replacement of food 

crops with cash crops 

 
3. too rigid requirements may be unsuitable to 

promote wanted changes and improvements as 
they do not consider the specificities of the 
different contexts moreover they may generate 
resistance to be applied  

 
4. increased procedural burden to comply with 

certification requirements may generate 

The most relevant negative unintended effects are 
mentioned in the extended version of the ToC and 
will be monitored and assessed as part of the UEBT 
M&E activity. 

Attention has been given to the negative, 
unintended effects in the revision of UEBT standard. 
New indicators have been introduced or old 
indicators have been refined in an attempt to 
address and/or monitor them. 

Reference to conflicts in sourcing areas is made in 
Principle 7 with respect access to land and natural 
resources. 

Reference to threats to food security is made in 
Principle 7 with respect to monitor address negative 
impact of sourcing activity on sourcing activities. 

To regulate the rigidity of requirements, a context-
based approach is promoted overall the standard 
that start from assessing the situation of work and 
suggests choosing, among some recommended 
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exclusion of best practices that do not have the 
resources to comply with the formalities 

practices, those that suit most. One example is 
Principle 1. 

To regulate the procedural burden, the new 
standard has detailed the practices to be followed in 
attempt to focus the attention more on taking 
action than on documentation.  

 M&E indicators are proposed in relation to relevant 
indicators of the reviewed standard to ensure the 
aspects mentioned in the reviewed ToC and possible 
negative unintended effects can be monitored and 
assessed. The M&E indicators are consulted 
together with the standard and the ToC. 

 

Types of indicators  
There are various types of indicators in the UEBT standard, based on how they are assessed and the 
implications of non-compliance. These various types of indicators – essential to ensuring the UEBT 
standard is meaningful in the range of situations in which it is used – are defined as follows: 

 

Type of indicator Definition/explanation 

Zero-tolerance Zero-tolerance indicators are those in which compliance is always required. 
Under no circumstance may non-compliance with a zero-tolerance indicator be 
tolerated. For instance, an identified non-conformity with a zero-tolerance 
indicator always precludes an organization from becoming a UEBT member. 
Additionally, non-compliance with zero-tolerance indicators precludes UEBT 
certification and results in immediate cancellation of existing UEBT certification. 

Critical Critical indicators are those considered essential requirements. Any findings of 
non-compliance must be closed, and organizations must comply with all 
applicable critical criteria as a condition to receive or maintain UEBT certification. 

Critical stepwise For critical stepwise indicators, it is possible for the organization to put in place 
a gradual approach to reach compliance. Compliance with critical stepwise 
indicators must be achieved in a maximum of three years.  

Regular Regular indicators are those considered important, but are not mandatory for 
certification, i.e. organizations do not necessarily need to comply with applicable 
regular indicators as a condition to receive or maintain UEBT certification. 

Regular stepwise Regular indicators are those considered important, but are not mandatory for 
certification, i.e. organizations do not necessarily need to comply with applicable 
regular indicators as a condition to receive or maintain UEBT certification. 
Organizations must demonstrate progress on the applicable indicator from year 
to year. 
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Annex 1: Terms and definitions 
 

For the purposes of the Ethical BioTrade Standard, the following definitions apply. Please note that the 
definitions are not highlighted in the standard itself, so read this section carefully to understand the 
meaning of these words when used in this standard. 

 

Actors: people or organisations that are involved in Ethical BioTrade supply chains, i.e.  producers, 
processing companies, brands, consumers, etc. 

Access and Benefit Sharing: Laws, regulations and best practices, based on the Convention on 
Biological Diversity (CBD) and the Nagoya Protocol, that regulate access to biological material for 
research, product development or commercialization and the fair and equitable sharing of benefits 
arising out of these activities. 

Adaptive management: systematic process for continually improving policies and practices by learning 
from the outcomes of previously employed policies and practices. 

Agrochemicals: chemicals used in agriculture such as fertilizers, insecticides, herbicides, fungicides, 
hormones and other inputs. 

Biodiversity: see definition biological diversity. 

Biological diversity: variability among living organisms from all sources including, inter alia, terrestrial, 
marine and other aquatic ecosystems and the ecological complexes of which they are a part; this 
includes diversity within species, between species and of ecosystems. (Convention on Biological 
Diversity, 1992).  

Biological resources: resources, including genetic resources, organisms or parts thereof, populations, 
or any other biotic component of ecosystems with actual or potential use or value for humanity. 
(Convention on Biological Diversity, 1992). 

Children: a human being below the age of 18 years unless under the law applicable to the child, 
majority is attained earlier (United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child, 1989) 

Criterion (plural Criteria): In the context of a standard, it is the means of judging whether or not a 
principle has been fulfilled.  

Cultivation or collection areas: Area that encompasses the cultivation or collection site, but also 
includes adjacent areas or areas in the vicinity, to the extent there are risks or opportunities related to 
biodiversity conservation. 

Cultivation or collection site: Terrestrial or aquatic area where cultivation or collection of natural 
ingredients is taking place. 

Customary law: Principles, practices, customs and beliefs so vital and intrinsic a part of a social and 
economic system that they are locally recognized as laws and internally govern or guide aspects of the 
lives and activities of indigenous peoples and local communities. (Adapted from CBD and WIPO) 

Decent lodging: structural safety and reasonable levels of decency, privacy, security and hygiene, 
including regular upkeep and improvement of housing and related communal facilities. If sanitary 
facilities are shared, a reasonable number of toilets and bathing facilities with clean water, per number 
of users, and according to regional practice, are available. Facilities are separate for women and men 
and the number of facilities is in proportion to the number of workers. ILO_ R115 - Workers' Housing 
Recommendation, 1961 (No. 115) 

Degradation (of high value biodiversity areas): significant and irreversible reduction in the number, 
diversity, integrity, quality or ecological function of the components of biodiversity, through any 
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activities related to cultivation or collection. 

Due diligence: Due diligence refers to the process of gathering, in a systematic way, information to 
understand conditions along the supply chain, identify risks, and promote good practices. 

Due diligence system: In the Ethical BioTrade context, refers to the policies and procedures that assess 
and integrate Ethical BioTrade practices in their business operations and supply chains related to 
natural ingredients.  

Due diligence on ABS: In the Ethical BioTrade context, refers to the policies and procedures that 
systematically identify applicable legal requirements on access and benefit sharing (ABS), as well as 
good practices defined by the Ethical BioTrade standard, and ensure compliance with such 
requirements and good practices. 

Ecosystem: dynamic complex of components (i.e. plant, animal and microorganism communities) and 
their non-living environment interacting as a functional unit. (Adapted from Convention on Biological 
Diversity, 1992) 

Endangered species: species facing a very high risk of extinction in the wild and is listed in either IUCN 
red list, national legislation and/or CITES. 

Endemic species: An endemic species is a native species restricted to a particular geographic region 
owing to factors such as isolation or in response to soil or climatic conditions (CBD). 

Environmental risk: any risk to the environment, whether wholly or partially, resulting from an 
organisation's activities, products or services.  

Ethical Sourcing System (ESS): In the UEBT context, set of policies and procedures that promote 
innovation and sourcing practices for natural ingredients in line with the Ethical BioTrade standard. 

Ethical Sourcing Commitments: Targets or commitments on sourcing with respect to people and 
biodiversity, which clearly define the level of ambition regarding the sourcing with respect for people 
and biodiversity. 

Fair and equitable benefit sharing: refers to measures taken to share benefits arising from the 
utilization of genetic resources and associated traditional knowledge, as well as subsequent 
applications and commercialization, in line with ABS legal requirements, principles of the Convention 
on Biological Diversity (CBD) and the Nagoya Protocol on ABS, and good practices, as defined in the 
Ethical BioTrade standard. 

Family labour: activities done by children living on small-scale family that consist of light, age-
appropriate duties that give them an opportunity to develop skills, does not classify as child labour 
provided that the activities are not harmful to their health and development, do not interfere with 
schooling and leisure time, and are under the supervision of an adult (Rainforest Alliance). 

Food security: physical and economic access to sufficient, safe and nutritious food to meet their 
dietary needs and food preferences for an active and healthy life. (Adapted from 1996 World Food 
Summit) 

Genetic resources: genetic material of actual or potential value. (Convention on Biological Diversity, 
1992) 

Genetically modified organisms (GMO): an organism that has been transformed by the insertion of 
one or more transgenes. (FAO – Food and Agriculture Organisation, Biotechnology in Food and 
Agriculture1) 

Habitat: place or type of site where an organism or population naturally occurs. (Convention on 
Biological Diversity, 1992) 

                                                
1 http://www.fao.org/biotech/  
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High value biodiversity areas: Areas of value for genetic, species or ecosystem conservation, including 
due to concentration of endemic, rare, threatened or endangered species; existence of ecosystems 
and habitats that harbour significant species population or are otherwise significant, rare, threatened 
or endangered; or provision of basic ecosystem services. 

Indicator: In the context of standards, it is the quantitative or qualitative parameter, which can be 
assessed in relation to a criterion. (The Tropenbos Foundation, 1996 - Hierarchical framework) 

Indigenous peoples:  peoples who are tribal or are regarded as indigenous on account to their 
descendant from original populations whose social, cultural and economic conditions distinguish them 
from other sections of the national community and whose status is regulated wholly or partially by 
their own customs or traditions or by special laws or regulations. (Adapted from ILO 169) 

Indigenous lands and territories: lands, territories and resources, which indigenous peoples have 
traditionally owned, occupied or otherwise used or acquired. (UN Declaration on the Rights of 
Indigenous Peoples: Article 26, 2007)  

Species introduction: means the movement, by human agency, of a species, subspecies, or lower 
taxon (including any part, gametes or propagule that might survive and subsequently reproduce) 
outside its natural range (past or present). This movement can be either within a country or between 
countries. (IUCN – International Union for the Conservation of Nature) 

Invasive Alien species: alien species, which becomes established in natural or semi-natural ecosystems 
or habitat, is an agent of change, and threatens native biological diversity. (IUCN) 

Land tenure: rules, whether legislation or customarily defined, that determine how property rights to 
land are allocated within societies. They define how access is granted to rights to use, control, and 
transfer land, as well as associated responsibilities and restraints. (Adapted from FAO2) 

Light work: Work does not jeopardize their physical safety and mental or moral health. 

Living wage: Remuneration received for a standard work week by a worker in a particular [time and] 
place sufficient to afford a decent standard of living include food, water, housing, education, 
healthcare, transport, clothing and other essential needs including provision for unexpected events 
(Global Living Wage Coalition). 

Living Income: The net annual income required for a household in a particular place to afford a decent 
standard of living for all members of that household. Elements of a decent standard of living include 
food, water, housing, education, healthcare, transportation, clothing, and other essential needs 
including provisions for unexpected events (living income community of practice). 

Local communities: human population in a distinct ecological area that depends directly on its 
biodiversity and ecosystem goods and services for all or part of their livelihoods and who have 
developed or acquired traditional knowledge as a result of this dependence, including farmers, 
fisherfolk, pastoralists, forest dwellers and others. (Adapted from Protection of traditional Knowledge 
and Cultural Heritage – the concept of “Collective Bio-Cultural Heritage”3) 

Lodging: safe and locally acceptable accommodation, access to food and beverages. 

Management system: system that contains a set of policies, procedures, and good practices to reach 
objectives defined by the organisation. 

Native species: A native species is one that occurs naturally with respect to a particular ecosystem, 
rather than as a result of an accidental or deliberate introduction into that ecosystem by humans. 

Natural ingredient: for the purpose of the UEBT standards, ingredient that comes directly from plants 

                                                
2 http://www.fao.org/docrep/005/y4307e/y4307e05.htm  
3 IIED (International Institute for Environment and Development): http://pubs.iied.org/pdfs/G01067.pdf  



 

03/06/2019 15 

or animals or that includes plant or animal inputs, even if these inputs have been significantly 
processed. 

Pre-financing: financial advance on contracts by buyers.  

Prior informed consent: refers to requirement for free, prior and informed consent required to access 
genetic resources and traditional knowledge, among other activities, in line with ABS legal 
requirements, the principles of the Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD), the Nagoya Protocol on 
ABS and other relevant international agreements, and good practices, as defined in the Ethical 
BioTrade standard. 

Principle: In the context of standards, principles are the elements that further define and elaborate 
the goal of the standard. 

Profit margin: percentage of revenue remaining after all costs and other expenses. The percentage is 
not defined in this standard. 

Producers: people or organisations directly involved in the collection or cultivation of natural 
ingredients, for instance farmers, smallholders, farm managers, farmer associations, cooperatives, 
pickers.  

Protected area: a clearly defined geographical space, recognised, dedicated and managed, through 
legal or other effective means, to achieve the long-term conservation of nature with associated 
ecosystem services and cultural values (IUCN – World Heritage definition4) 

Regeneration rate: rate at which a species can regrow. 

Research and development: series of analyses, tests and other investigative activities conducted with 
the intention of identifying new and useful properties of the plant/animal parts and/or plant/animal 
extracts, when such findings can be deemed to be novel, involve an inventive step and be subject to 
industrial application. 

Sourced species: species that are cultivated and/or collected for sourcing purposes. 

Sourcing: process of buying, cultivating and/or collecting natural ingredients and the species from 
which they are derived. 

Sourcing agreements: Agreement between the supplier and the buyer of natural ingredients and 
species. It contains collective set of terms and conditions to be met by both parties. 

Sourcing activities: all activities along the supply chain related to sourcing. 

Sourcing areas: fields where the sourced species are cultivated and/or collected. 

Supplier: organisation, person, etc. that provides things that people want or need, especially over a 
long period of time. 

Species: a group of organisms capable of interbreeding freely with each other but not with members 
of other species. (WCMC – World Conservation Monitoring Centre) 

Supply chain: system of organisations, people, technology, activities, information and resources 
involved in moving a product or service from supplier to customer. Supply chain activities transform 
natural resources, raw materials and components into a finished product that is delivered to the end 
customer. 

Traceability: ability to identify and trace the history,  distribution, location, and application of 
products, parts, and  materials. A traceability system records and follows the trail as  products, parts, 
and materials come from suppliers and are  processed and ultimately distributed as end products. 

                                                
4 http://data.iucn.org/dbtw-wpd/edocs/PAPS-016.pdf  
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(ISO – International Organisation for Standardization) 

Traditional knowledge (associated to genetic resources): knowledge, innovations and practices of 
indigenous peoples and local communities embodying traditional lifestyles relevant for the 
conservation and sustainable use of biological diversity. (Convention on Biological Diversity) 

Utilization of genetic resources. According to the Nagoya Protocol on ABS, it is “to conduct research 
and development into the genetic and/or biochemical composition of genetic resources.” In the Ethical 
BioTrade context, it refers to research and development on new properties or applications of plants, 
animals, fungi or microorganisms, their parts or naturally-occurring compounds. 

Wild collection: collection of non-agriculturally cultivated natural ingredients from natural habitats.  
 
 
  
 


