
Overview

Natural Ingredient Certification
Through its natural ingredient certification program, UEBT certifies that a natural 
ingredient is sourced with respect for people and biodiversity.  

Assurance and Traceability 
How we collect, grow and use natural 
ingredients has profound implications 
for the Earth. Companies that commit to 
UEBT standards show they are acting ac-
cording to ethical principles and meeting 
strict requirements in their supply chains. 

Under UEBT’s natural ingredient certifica-
tion program, an independent audit - of a 
company, cooperative, or farm -  ensures 
that the sourcing of a natural ingredient 
adheres to standards on sustainable use 
of biodiversity, fair and equitable benefit 
sharing, local development and labour 
rights.  

Auditors look at the physical areas of wild 
collection or harvest, and the conditions 
under which people work, both in the 
sourcing areas and in the processing of 
raw materials.  This includes an inspection 
of forests and/or agricultural lands, and  
interviews with harvesters, farmers, far-
mworkers, smallholders, and/or pickers.

UEBT certification of a natural ingredient 
is granted once independent audits ve-
rify compliance with UEBT standards in 
the areas where natural ingredients are 
sourced. Traceability through to the area 
of collection or cultivation is always re-
quired. 

UEBT currently certifies more than 100 
different natural ingredients, from over 
300 supply chains around the world.

Why certify a natural ingredient in your supply chain?
• Get independent validation that ingredients are sourced with respect.
• Be transparent about your sourcing practices.
• Show you are committed to continuous improvement.

UEBT certified ingredients from the Amazon
The Amazon is known for its extensive rainforests and lush bio-
diversity. It is also an important source of ingredients used in the 
personal care sector. UEBT has certified more than 20 natural 
ingredients sourced from the Amazon that are used by Natura 
Cosmetics, particularly for its EKOS product line. Natura has inte-
grated the UEBT Ethical BioTrade standard into its own company 
standard, and internal auditors conduct yearly audits from 34 
Amazon communities against the standard. An external certifica-
tion body qualified by UEBT audits Natura’s program annually and 
randomly checks its implementation in supplier communities.
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For more information on UEBT certification of your natural ingredients write to us at certification@uebt.org

The Union for Ethical BioTrade is a non-profit association that promotes sourcing with respect. We support and verify 
companies’ commitments to innovation and sourcing that contribute to a world in which people and biodiversity thrive.

A Wide Range of Natural 
Ingredients
A sample of ingredients that can be 
UEBT certified:

Innovative Solutions
UEBT offers innovative approaches to credible certification. For 
example: 

• Certification is possible against internal company standards that 
UEBT has recognized as reflecting the Ethical BioTrade standard. 

• Organisations at different stages of the supply chain can be cer-
tificate holders (e.g. final product brands, international or local 
processing companies, farms, or cooperatives). 

• Holders of the UEBT certificate may conduct on-site monitoring 
visits as part of the certification program, to reduce the fre-
quency of external audits.

Edible oils 

Nuts

Botanical extracts

Fruit extracts

Herbs

Seeds

Flowers

Spices Resins

• Become a UEBT member.

• Invest in improvement of local practices for compliance with 
the UEBT Ethical BioTrade standard.

• Request a UEBT qualified certification body to conduct a certifi-
cation audit.

• Address non-conformities.

• Receive a positive certification recommendation from the certi-
fication body.

• Obtain UEBT certification.

Certifying Herbal Tea
Herbal teas are made of leaves, fruits, flowers, seeds, roots and bark from 
all over the world.  They originate from biodiverse landscapes and may grow 
wild in fields and forests, or be harvested from local farms. Herbal tea sources 
range from blueberries collected in Romanian forests to linden blossom from 
family orchards in Turkey, to chamomile, peppermint, fennel or lavender 
grown by farmers in Germany.

UEBT partners with UTZ Certified – a leading agriculture certification program - to offer a joint certification program 
for herbal tea. The program combines requirements from both UTZ Certified and UEBT standards. Under the program, 
UEBT is responsible for the certification and UTZ Certified manages traceability and labelling, and the well-known 
UTZ label can be used on these products.

In 2015, the first UEBT/UTZ certified herbal teas appeared on store shelves. Since then, supply and demand for 
certified herbal tea ingredients has grown rapidly, with a four-fold increase in sales of certified herbal teas and more 
than 250 herbal tea products carrying the UTZ label as of the end of 2017. UEBT/UTZ herbal tea products are now 
available across 17 European countries, spanning from Germany and the Netherlands to Cyprus and Greece, and more.


