
Overview

UEBT Ethical BioTrade Standard 
The Union for Ethical BioTrade (UEBT) verifies the commitments that 
companies make to follow good practices and the steps they take to protect 
biodiversity and respect people’s rights. In order to do that, UEBT uses the 
Ethical BioTrade Standard to independently check that good practices are 
systematically applied.

About UEBT Standard
The Ethical BioTrade Standard (also known as the UEBT 
standard) stems from the BioTrade Principles and Crite-
ria developed by United Nations Conference on Trade 
and Development (UNCTAD) through its BioTrade Initia-
tive. These rules reflect the goals of the Convention on 
Biological Diversity (CBD), the Convention on Interna-
tional Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and 
Flora (CITES), and the Sustainable Development Goals.

Principles
The UEBT standard, defining the ethical practices for 
sourcing and innovation, consists of seven principles 
touching on important social, environmental and eco-
nomic issues.

Credibility
The UEBT standard is internationally recognized and 
externally validated. UEBT is a full member of ISEAL 
Alliance, the global association for credible social 
and environmental standards systems. The standard 
is revised periodically through an inclusive and parti-
cipatory development process, involving a full range 
of stakeholder groups, adhering to the ISEAL Code of 
Good Practice for Setting Social and Environmental 
Standards.

UEBT relies on third party independent audits for its 
verification system, using qualified Bodies to carry out 
certification audits. 

UEBT Standard and Assurance Committee

• Roberto Palmieri, Imaflora (Brazil) – Chair
• Mauro Costa, Natura (Brazil)
• Lorena Jaramillo, UNCTAD
• Gastón Vizcarra Kennedy, Candela (Peru)
• Tobias Ludes, Global Nature Fund (Germany)
• Danielle de Man, Rainforest Alliance
• Shamiso Mungwashu, Kaite (Zimbabwe)
• Linda Pessler, Martin Bauer Group (Germany)
• Pierre du Plessis, CRIAA-SADC (Namibia)
• Annette Piperidis, Weleda (Switzerland)
• Joelle Razafindrafito, Vanille Durable                                     

Bermanevika (Madagascar)
• Mathew Sebastian, Indocert (India)
• Andrew Wilson, Helvetas (Vietnam)

The UEBT Standard, based on the UNCTAD BioTrade 
principles and criteria contains the following 
principles:

1. Biodiversity conservation
2. Sustainable use of biodiversity
3. Fair and equitable benefit sharring
4. Local economic development
5. Compliance with national and international laws
6. Respect for human, labour, and indigenous rights
7. Clarity about land tenure

The Union for Ethical BioTrade is a non-profit association that promotes sourcing with respect. We support and verify 
companies’ commitments to innovation and sourcing that contribute to a world in which people and biodiversity thrive.

www.uebt.org  |          @EthicalBioTrade  |          www.linkedin.com/company/uebt

Standard revision is now underway: 
To download the full standard visit www.ethicalbiotrade.org/resources 
To give your inputs go to: https://www.ethicalbiotrade.org/revision-process-of-the-ethical-biotrade-standard


